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Personal epistemologies for teaching: the bare-bones of meaning-making.
Personal epistemologies and philosophies of teaching tend to remain implicit and private among university lecturers.  Sometimes this is attributable to an undeveloped vocabulary of teaching and sometimes it is because teaching theory and practice is itself lacking.   Nevertheless, concept mapping can be used to make declarative statements of teaching purpose and thus promote development of rich but explicit personal teaching theories.
This paper describes the concept mapping method (Novak, 1998; Novak & Caňas, 2006) as we have developed and extended it for these purposes. We show how concept mapping actually comprises the barest bones of language and is therefore the simplest means by which personal understandings that exist in mind can be made explicit. We discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the approach by comparison with other narrative forms (like interviewing and essay writing, for example) and more symbolic methodologies (including rich picture building, mind mapping and ve diagramming). The discussion includes are review of some important literature about tacit knowledge (eg Eraut, 2000), and the idea that at least some tacit knowledge can be surfaced for examination given the correct tools (Hoffman and Lintern, 2006). In so doing, we explore the contention that ‘if it exists in mind then it can be said in words’. The paper is also a backdrop for others in this symposium and provides much of the theoretical underpinning that is to come after.
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