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Introduction
The paper explores the role of education policy in increasingly promoting entrepreneurship education in schools, colleges and universities.  It focuses on universities where it has led to the emergence of entrepreneurship programmes offered to students as part of accredited courses and as extra-curricula activities.  It has also contributed to the emergence of student enterprise clubs, “dragon’s den” type  business competitions, self-employment work experience, business incubation units and business activities among students.
Methods
The paper is based on an analysis of secondary data sources, interviews and focus groups with students and staff involved in entrepreneurship programmes and knowledge transfer, interviews with student club members and observation of student business competitions.
Discussion
The paper explores the characteristics of students engaged in entrepreneurship activities in terms of discipline background, parental background, ethnicity, nationality and gender. It also examines their motivations for engaging in such activities and their aspirations to become graduate entrepreneurs.  The paper explores the contribution of student entrepreneurial activity to financing their studies and its impact on the time and energy they can devote to successfully completing their studies. It also examines whether student debt makes students more risk averse, decreases their likelihood of obtaining bank loans, and deters or delays plans for business start-up on graduation.  The paper concludes by raising questions about the adequacy of government support to help realise the business start-up potential and aspirations unleashed by the promotion of enterprise educational programmes at universities.
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