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Internationalisation and translation in the university

This paper explores the notion of internationalisation in higher education in the context

of current political and economic responses to the demands of a globalised world. It

considers the language and discourse of political debate in respect, for example, of the

need for harmonisation across European national higher education systems, the

promotion of comparable degrees to encourage the mobility of students and

researchers, and the promotion of a European dimension in higher education. A

number of important questions are raised here, including: what is meant by

harmonisation, European, and national; and how do these concepts relate to

education. One way of exploring these questions is to consider more closely the notion

of the international, and the paper outlines two current models of internationalisation

that can be found in the contemporary university: an economic and a cultural model. It

is argued that an economic model does not enrich the educational experience but that

a cultural internationalisation can be educationally valuable. The latter part of the paper

demonstrates how this can be achieved: by, first drawing attention to some of the

fundamental issues concerning language and translation in the context of the

university; and then by suggesting how these open up new ways of thinking about

education. The aim of the paper, through its thematisation of multiple senses of

translation, is to offer a more radical philosophical and policy analysis of higher

education in the UK and Europe.
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