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Poachers or gillies? Subversive and subverted positions of students and teachers

This paper presents our perspectives of being learners on the MSc in E-Learning, whilst also being teachers on other programmes in higher education that include diverse forms of learning spaces. We explore how we experienced ‘stuckness, in and across both roles and the particular catalysts that resulted in both stuckness and (over) engagement.  We comment on the impact that these issues have on us and potentially on our own teachers and students.
We begin by exploring the notion of ‘silence in online spaces’ and suggest that being an e-learning student can sometimes feel like being in a silent space.  Paradoxically, online spaces can also seem to be very noisy places, with many people ‘talking’ at once and using a language that may be alien in part. The paper also delineates the forms of stuckness we have experienced and identifies the catalysts for these forms.  We have been stuck as learners and teachers in  a variety of ways:  we have had problems in accessing learning spaces; when we were in the spaces, we did not know what we ‘ought’ to be doing; we have had emotional responses to certain aspects of participation that prevented us taking them further.  As teachers we have not always known how to create entrancing spaces for students rather than just entrances to new spaces where they might prefer not to go. Further we have wondered whether we are being subverted and contained by virtual learning environments. Perhaps we are also using them to “contain” students though our interest in Web 2.0 spaces which in turn may be our attempt to subvert the containers we feel ordered to work in by our universities.
This paper present a number of catalysts that have caused us to consider our positions and teachers and learners  and how we often feel subversive and subverted in both roles:
· Technical disjunction

· Curriculum disjunction - how knowledge is created and what is seen as the underlying curriculum pedagogy
· Subversive language

· Ordered spaces
We suggest that the above catalysts are likely to be common experiences for staff and students and not just in online spaces. The final section of the paper suggests that some of our stuckness is related to a new form of lurking: lurking on digital thresholds in two key ways:
1) Avoiding engagement in some activities because they seem too hard and complex
2) Over engaging in activities because they are fun and edgy; and challenged our assumption about our selves, our learning and our lives.
Our experiences as teachers have had an impact on our learning as well as on those who taught us.  At the same time our experiences as learners have had an impact on our teaching, and are challenging us in turn to find ways to be taught by our own students.






