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Men Accessing Higher Education: Theorising continuity and change in relation to masculine identities
My contribution to the Symposium will draw on my ESRC-funded research on masculinities and widening participation (RES-000-22-0832). The analysis will examine the accounts of men participating on access and foundation programmes across four London further and higher educational institutions. 38 men from a range of different generational, social and cultural backgrounds were interviewed individually and in groups. The in-depth interviews focused on the men’s educational memories, histories, aspirations and experiences. The research is located in the context of wider UK policy of widening educational participation and common-sense notions of a ‘crisis of masculinity’, both of which I will critique drawing on feminist perspectives. My analysis of the interview data will explore the ways the men construct their masculine identities in relation to their aspirations to become ‘proper HE students’ and ‘respectable men’. I will look at issues of continuity and change in terms of the different formations of masculinity at play in the men’s accounts, their life history accounts of education and learning and their shifting aspirations.
The men’s educational memories illuminate their student identities across

a range of differences that impact their experiences and imaginaries including age, class, ethnicity and nationality as well as gender. In making linkages at the micro-level of personal experience and auto/biography, I understand the men as socially positioned and discursively constituted subjects within educational sites. The men’s educational memories shed light on the ‘psychic landscape’ (Reay 2005) of temporal and spatial student masculinities. The men’s memories highlight the complexity of masculinities, as deeply connected to ‘structures of feeling’, and the implications of changing identifications for men’s access to HE. In analysing the men’s accounts, I draw on critical and feminist theories of class, race and gender and education to examine the ways that mis/recognised selves strive towards respectable personhoods through educational participation.
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