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Intercultural Study and the Shaping of Identities

This paper reports on a study which explores some of the effects of post-graduate education in a British university on a group of overseas students. The students in question are in the main senior professionals taking part in a professional doctorate programme which is studied by distance but also involves attendance in UK for a number of weeks each year. The fieldwork for their research is conducted in their own local contexts. In particular, the research is concerned with exploring the notion of their professional and research identity and the tensions that are set up by their overseas study. The theoretical underpinning of the study is a post-structural view of the subject whereby subject position is seen as discursively constructed, multiple and conflictual and identities are seen as performed within particular contexts (Hall, 1996).
For this study eight senior professionals working as civil servants, for international agencies and in educational institutions were interviewed face-to-face and invited to reflect on their identities as professionals and the way that these had changed since they had began their doctoral study. In addition a further group of three participants from similar backgrounds were interviewed at a distance via the internet. The interviews prompted reflection on gender, class, ethnic and national identities which were related both in the data production and the data analysis to issues of globalization and post-colonialism (McCarthy 2005).
The paper continues with a discussion of the implications for universities, for current and potential international students and for their local institutions of this kind of cross-national doctoral study which has proliferated in recent years (Lee 2005). Finally the paper appraises the particular affordances of the theoretical perspective adopted and in particular what it offers for understandings of higher education policy and practice.
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